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ITTeb. 1881. Sixty-first Annual General Meeting. 
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IJion of algebra to logic, and of photometric researches which 

loWere referred to in the Annual Report for 1879 (Monthly Notices, 

«^:xxix. p. 270). 
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“ Christian Friedrich August Peters was bom at Hamburg 
on September 7, 1806. His father was a merchant, who early 
remarked the ability of the boy for mathematical studies, and did 
his utmost to procure the necessary books for him. He attracted 
the attention of H. C. Schumacher, the director of the Observa¬ 
tory at Altona, who employed young Peters in computing 
ephemerides for his tJ Hiilfstafeln,” and for miscellaneous geo- 
detical work. From the year 1826 Peters was employed under 
Schumacher’s direction in the survey of the territory round 
Hamburg. Commencing with the same year, we find communi¬ 
cations from him in the Astronomische Nachrichten , principally 
containing computations of orbits of comets and of occultations 
of stars. 

Peters took his degree at Konigsberg, under the illustrious 
Bessel; his dissertation bears the title, Bisguisitio de Motu Pen- 
dull in Aere resistente. 

In the year 1834 he was appointed assistant at the Hamburg 
Observatory, the director being Ch. Riimker, who charged him 
with the observations with Repsolcks Transit. Very few of the 
observations made by him with this excellent instrument are 
published. 

A few years later W. Struve proposed him as one of the 
assistants to the director of the Pulkowa Observatory, then 
about to be finished. The Academy of St. Petersburg elected 
him to this office on December 15, 1838. He left his employ¬ 
ment at Hamburg on October 1, 1839, and entered on October 
11 upon his new duties at Pulkowa, where he immediately dis¬ 
played great activity, jointly with his colleagues, Fuss, Sabler, 
and 0 . Struve, under the direction of W. Struve. 

In recognition of his eminent services he was elected on 
February 5, 1842, an associate to the Academy of Sciences at 
St. Petersburg, and afterwards, on March 6, 1847, he was pro¬ 
moted to the rank of an extraordinary member. 

His scientific papers written at that time and published in the 
volumes of the Academy, the Recueil des Memoires des Astro- 
nomes de Poulkova , and the Astronomische Nachrichten, directed the 
attention of the scientific world to the eminent astronomer. He 
was elected an Associate of this Society on May 12, 1848, and 
received on February 13, 1852, the gold medal, the president* 
Professor J. C. Adams, delivering the address upon the occasion. 

In the autumn of 1849 Peters returned to Germany, having 
left the Russian service. He was appointed Professor of Astro¬ 
nomy at the Konigsberg University, and had besides secured the 
right to make use of the celebrated Heliometer of the Observa¬ 
tory. He did not, however, make many observations with this- 
instrument. In his lectures at the University he had among his 
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IJiupils Radau and Marth. At Konigsberg he wrote the memoir 
1 Weber die eigene Beivegung cles Sirius , and deduced therein the 
I first orbit for the companion of this star, confirming entirely the 
I^fiews of Bessel, which had been opposed by W. Struve. 

- - About this time Leverrier announced very sensible corrections 
to the positions of the fundamental stars as deduced from 
Bradley’s observations by Bessel. The question being proposed 
for decision by the Dantzic Society, Peters obtained the prize by 
his memoir, J)ie AbiveicJiung des Greenivicher Passageninstruments 
in der Zeit von Sept. 2, 1750, Ms Juli 16, 1762. 

In February 1854 Petersen, the director of the Observatory 
at Altona, who jointly with Professor Hansen of Gotha had 
after the decease of Schumacher edited the Astronomische Nach - 
richten, died. Peters was, after some months, appointed director 
of the Observatory and editor of the Astronomische Nachrichten 
by the Danish Government. He went to Altona in the autumn 
of 1854. 

The first volume of the Astronomische Nachrichten edited by 
him is vol. xl., the last, vol. xevi. 

At Altona he commenced as early as 1855 to finish the re¬ 
ductions of Schumacher’s geodetical works ; for these computa¬ 
tions he engaged in the autumn of 1855 Pape, afterwards his 
son-in-law. Instigated by this young and ardent astronomer, a 
new periodical was commenced by Peters under the title Zeit- 
schrift fur populare Mittheilungen. After Pape’s untimely death 
in 1862, it ceased to appear, three volumes having been issued. 

The time of Peters was, in the last twenty years of his life, 
engrossed by many geodetical operations; the difference of longi¬ 
tude by means of the electric telegraph was determined under 
his direction between Altona and Schwerin, Altona and Kiel, 
Altona and Copenhagen, and Altona and Gottingen. He took 
also an active part in the yearly sessions of the International 
Committee for the European Triangulation, as the colleague of 
General Bayer. 

After the termination of the Danish dominion in the German 
Elb-Duchies, the removal of the Observatory from Altona to 
Kiel, and its relation to the University, were duly considered. A 
new Observatory, near Kiel, was built after Peters’ plan, and he 
commenced to reside there in 1872. Two years afterwards he was 
nominated Professor in the University. The new Observatory 
was partly equipped with the old instruments from Altona; but 
some new ones were procured. It is to be regretted that no 
description of them is published in books generally accessible to 
astronomers. It is only occasionally that observations made at 
this beautifully situated Observatory are now published. 

Peters died on May 8, 1880, after a severe illness during the 
winter, leaving a widow, a son, assistant to his father in the 
Observatory, and a daughter, the widow of Dr. Pape. Several 
other children died long before him. 
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